Regular Meeting of the Board
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District
Agenda
When:
Where:

Tuesday, May 24, 2022
Via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83501958849
Meeting ID: 835 0195 8849
Call in Number: +1-669-900-9128

All members of the public may participate in the meeting via Zoom or by using the call-in number provided.
Use the Zoom functions or press “*9” on your telephone to “raise your hand” when you would like to provide
a public comment.

Time:

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm

PUBLIC COMMENT – Any member of the public may address the Board concerning any matter on the agenda
before or during its consideration of the matter. Public comment is limited to three (3) minutes per person and
no more than fifteen (15) minutes per topic. For good cause, the Board Chairman may waive these limitations.
AGENDA ITEM TIME FRAME – All time allotments are suggested by staff and are an estimate only and
subject to change.
ACCESSIBILITY - If you have a disability and require a reasonable accommodation to fully participate in this
event, please contact Austin Miller before May 24, 2022 via email [info@SloughhouseRCD.org] or telephone
[916-526-5447] to discuss your accessibility needs.

OPENING:
1. Call to Order
PUBLIC COMMENT FROM THE FLOOR (Non-Agenda Items) (5 minutes)
BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS:
1. Resolution 2022.05.24.01: Resolution Authorizing Teleconference Meetings (5 min.)
2. Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Groundwater Sustainability Fee (20 min.)
ADJOURNMENT

BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SLOUGHHOUSE RESOURCE
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION No. 2022.05.24.01
Resolution Of The Board Of Directors Of The Sloughhouse Resource
Conservation District Ratifying The Proclamation Of A State Of Emergency By
Governor Gavin Newsom (March 4, 2020) As Applicable In The District's
Jurisdiction And Authorizing Teleconference, In Person, or Hybrid Meetings Of
District Legislative Bodies Pursuant To The Ralph M. Brown Act
RECITALS
WHEREAS, all meetings of the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District ("District")
legislative bodies are open and public, as required by the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code
section 54950 et seq. ("Brown Act"), so that any member of the public may attend, participate, and
watch the District's legislative bodies conduct their business; and
WHEREAS, Section 54953(e)(1) provides a legislative body may meet via teleconference if
the Governor has proclaimed a state of emergency pursuant to Government Code section 8625 and
either (i) state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social
distancing, (ii) the legislative body meets to determine by majority vote that, as a result of the
emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees, or
(iii) the legislative body has voted as such and is meeting pursuant to that vote; and
WHEREAS, while a legislative body meets with teleconference attendance pursuant to
Section 54953(e), it must take actions to preserve public access and public participation and give
notice of the meeting and post agendas as otherwise required, allow members of the public to access
the meeting via call-in line or internet-based service line, provide details on the agenda on how to
access the meeting and give public comment, give an opportunity to comment pursuant to
Government Code section 54954.3 and allow a reasonable amount of time during public comment for
a person to register, login, and comment, and monitor the call-in line and internet-based service line
to ensure no disruption hinders access or ability to comment, if there is, take no action until public
access is restored; and
WHEREAS, a legislative body's decision to meet pursuant to Section 54953(e) must be
reevaluated and renewed at least every thirty (30) days, or else the body will be required to adopt
new initial findings; and
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a state of emergency
pertaining to the threat to human health and safety posed by the COVID-19 virus pandemic and that
proclamation remains in effect to this day in Sacramento County and statewide; and
WHEREAS, the virus has short- and long-term effects – fever and chills, cough, shortness of
breath and difficulty breathing, fatigue, headache, nausea, vomiting, gastrointestinal issues, loss of
taste and smell, death – and it's prolific spread is severely impacting the health care system,
inhibiting access to care for COVID-19 symptoms and other ailments; and

WHEREAS, while being vaccinated significantly decreases the likelihood of contracting or
dying from the virus, vaccinated and unvaccinated people alike can carry, transmit, and be affected
by the virus; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus and its variants are spread through the air when a person
who is carrying the virus, whether they are showing symptoms or not, is in close proximity to another
person; and
WHEREAS, while the COVID-19 virus remains present in the community, requiring all
members of District's legislative bodies and all members of the public to meet in person would
present an imminent risk to attendee health and safety beyond the control of the District's services,
personnel, equipment, and facilities; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code section 8635 et seq., the District Board of
Directors has the authority during a state of emergency to take all actions necessary to perform its
functions in the preservation of law and order, preservation of the furnishing of local services, and
protection of life and property, which includes the authority to direct meetings of all District
legislative bodies to be held with a teleconference attendance option pursuant to this Resolution; and
WHEREAS, the District Board of Directors desires to ratify the Governor's March 4, 2020,
proclamation of state of emergency related to the COVID-19 virus pandemic as it applies to the
jurisdiction of the District and authorize teleconference meetings of District legislative bodies
pursuant to Section 54953(e) so long as all provisions of that section are followed to provide public
access and opportunity for public comment; and
WHEREAS, the District has taken and will continue to take measures to ensure access for the
public, including by providing the public a call-in option and/or internet-based service option to access
and comment for all meetings of District legislative bodies.
WHEREAS, the conditions described above exist in the District and the District Board of
Directors has considered the circumstances of the State of Emergency as well as local orders and
recommendations; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Sloughhouse
Resource Conservation District as follows:
1.
The recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated herein by
reference as if set forth in full.
2.
The Governor's March 4, 2020 proclamation of state of emergency related to the
COVID-19 virus pandemic applies to the jurisdiction of the District and is ratified by the Board of
Directors.
3.
A state of emergency exists within the District's jurisdiction related to the COVID-19
virus pandemic and conditions of that emergency present an imminent risk to the health and safety of
attendees at District legislative body meetings.
4.
In order to decrease the risk to the health and safety of attendees to District public
meetings, all meetings of District legislative bodies shall be conducted in a hybrid format with an

option for attendees to appear in person, social distancing permitting, or via a completely remote
teleconference if needed, in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e) and staff are hereby
authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this
Resolution, including conducting open and public meetings in accordance with Section 54953(e) and
other applicable provisions of the Brown Act.
5.
This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and be effective for
thirty (30) days, unless the Governing Board takes action to rescind the Resolution. On or before the
30th day since adoption, the Governing Board may take action to extend the Resolution's permissions
pursuant to Government Code section 54953(e)(3).
This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its approval and adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 24th day of May, 2022, by the following vote, to- wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I am the duly appointed and acting Secretary of the
Sloughhouse Resources Conservation District, and that at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the
District held on May 24, 2022 that Resolution 2022.05.24.01 was adopted and has not been rescinded
or amended since the date of its adaptation and that it is now in full force and effect.
____________________________
Austin Miller, SRCD Secretary

__________________
Date

Agenda Item #2
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District
Board of Directors Meeting
Agenda Date:

May 24, 2022

Agenda Item #:
Agenda Item Subject:

#2
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Groundwater Sustainability Fee

To:
From:

SRCD Board of Directors
Austin Miller, District Manager

Background
To meet our commitments to fund implementation of the Cosumnes Subbasin Groundwater
Sustainability Plan, Sloughhouse RCD will need to readopt a resolution authorizing the
groundwater sustainability fee (initially passed in 2021).
Before considering readopting the resolution, the Board must hold a public hearing (noticed at
least two weeks ahead of time). To prepare for this hearing and consideration of the resolution,
SRCD Staff has prepared the attached documents that have been reviewed by Counsel.
Attachments
• Draft Notice to Adopt Groundwater Fee
• Draft Resolution Adopting Groundwater Fee
• Cosumnes Subbasin Fee Study (link only)
Staff Recommendation
1. Direct staff to prepare the fee documents for formal consideration and schedule a hearing
for the June Board of Directors Meeting (June 8, 2022).

SLOUGHHOUSE RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
NOTICE OF MEETING AND HEARING ON
PROPOSED GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY FEE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, June 8, 2022, at the hour of 1 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the Board of Directors of the Sloughhouse
Resource Conservation District, acting as a groundwater sustainability agency in the Cosumnes
Subbasin, will hold a public meeting and hearing at the Rancho Murieta Community Service
District office, 15160 Jackson Hwy, Rancho Murieta, California. In compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act and in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, if you need special
assistance to participate in this meeting or have concerns about attending the meeting in person,
please contact the Clerk of the Board at 916-526-5447 or info@SloughhouseRCD.org to make
reasonable arrangements or for call-in information. The Board will consider the following
matter:
Proposed levy of a groundwater sustainability fee (the “Groundwater Sustainability Fee”)
to fund the costs of a groundwater sustainability program in the Cosumnes Subbasin, including,
but not limited to, the implementation of the Cosumnes Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability
Plan, fund associated groundwater management activities, and meet the requirements of the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
The Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District GSA proposes to levy the Groundwater
Sustainability Fee under its authority granted by California Water Code section 10730 on all
irrigated land within the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District GSA area within the
Cosumnes Subbasin.
The Groundwater Sustainability Fee would be charged in the amount of $10 per acre
irrigated with groundwater per year.
Data upon which the proposed Groundwater Sustainability Fee is based may be obtained
from the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District online at www.SloughhouseRCD.org. All
interested persons are invited to present their views and comments on this matter.
Written/emailed statements may be filed with the District Manager of the District at any time
prior to the close of the meeting and oral statements may be made at the meeting.
Dated/Published: May 25, and June 1, 2022
Austin Miller
District Manager
info@SloughhouseRCD.org
916-526-5447

BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SLOUGHHOUSE RESOURCE
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
DRAFT RESOLUTION No. 2022.X
Resolution Adopting a Groundwater Management Sustainability Fee in the Sloughhouse
RCD Cosumnes Subbasin GSA Area
WHEREAS, the State of California enacted the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (“SGMA”) in 2014, inter alia, to provide for the sustainable management of groundwater
basins, to enhance local management of groundwater consistent with rights to use or store
groundwater, to provide local groundwater agencies with the authority and the technical and
financial assistance necessary to sustainably manage groundwater, and to manage groundwater
basins through the actions of local governmental agencies to the greatest extent feasible. (Water
Code, § 10720.1 et seq.); and
WHEREAS, The Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District is a Groundwater
Sustainability Agency over part of its jurisdiction in the Cosumnes River Subbasin under the
provisions of SGMA and the Board of Directors ("Board") of the Sloughhouse Resource
Conservation District also concurrently functions as the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation
District Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Agency"); and
WHEREAS, SGMA authorizes a GSA to impose a fee on the extraction of groundwater
or other regulated activity to fund the costs of a groundwater sustainability program. (Water
Code, § 10730.) The levy of a fee on groundwater extraction for the purpose of managing the
sustainability of a groundwater subbasin constitutes (1) a charge imposed for a specific benefit
conferred directly to the payor that is not provided to those not charged, and (2) a charge
imposed for a specific government service provided directly to the payor that is not provided to
those not charged; and
WHEREAS, The collective GSAs of the Cosumnes Subbasin have arranged for the
preparation by HDR, a professional engineering consulting firm, the Cosumnes Subbasin Fee
Study (“Fee Study”), which is incorporated by reference into this Resolution, to justify the
adoption of the fees herein. The Fee Study shows that the fee adopted herein is not a tax, that the
amount is no more than necessary to cover the reasonable costs of the governmental activity, and
that the manner in which those costs are allocated to a payor bear a fair or reasonable
relationship to the payor’s burdens on, or benefits received from, the governmental activity; and
WHEREAS, the Agency seeks to establish a groundwater sustainability fee ("Fee")
within its jurisdictional boundaries in the Cosumnes Subbasin as authorized by Water Code
section 10730 based on the Fee Study; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code section 10730(d), prior to imposing the Fee, the
Agency has held a public meeting, at which written or oral presentations have been made; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code section 10730(d), the Agency posted notice of the
time and place of the public meeting at which the Fee will be considered, the notice was

published in the newspaper in compliance with Government Code section 6066, the notice was
posted on the Agency’s website and was mailed to interested parties, and the data to support the
Fee was available to the public at least 20 days before the Agency’s public meeting to impose the
Fee; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District as follows:
1.
The Agency finds that all prerequisites required before adopting the Fee have
been met, including the proper public noticing of the hearing and the conduct of the public
hearing.
2.
The Agency approves the Fee Study and finds that it is the proper basis on which
to establish the Fee, and that the Fee adopted herein is not a tax, that the amount is no more than
necessary to cover the reasonable costs of the governmental activity, and that the manner in
which those costs are allocated to a payor bear a fair or reasonable relationship to the payor’s
burdens on, or benefits received from, the governmental activity.
3.

The Agency hereby adopts the Fee as set forth in Attachment A hereto.

4.
The Agency Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to work with the
County of Sacramento Department of Finance Auditor-Controller Division to add the Fee as
more fully set forth in Attachment A to the County’s annual secured tax roll; and
5. the Agency Administrator and Agency Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to
take such other and further steps as may be necessary or appropriate to implement the intent and
purpose of this resolution.
PASSED AND ADOPTED on this XXX day of July, 2022, by the following vote, to- wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I am the duly appointed and acting Secretary of the
Sloughhouse Resources Conservation District, and that at a meeting of the Board of Directors of
the District held on July XX, 2022 that Resolution 2022.X was adopted and has not been
rescinded or amended since the date of its adaptation and that it is now in full force and effect.
_______________________________
Austin Miller, SRCD Secretary

__________________
Date

SLOUGHHOUSE RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY FEE
ATTACHMENT A

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS
1.1
“Acre Foot” or "AF" is a unit of measurement defined by the volume of water
necessary to cover one acre of surface area to a depth of one foot. It is equal to 325,851 gallons.
1.2

“Administrator” means the Administrator of the Agency.

1.3
“Agency” means the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District or the
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency.
1.3
District.
1.4

"Board" means the Board of Directors of the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation
“Fee” means the Groundwater Sustainability Fee charged as set forth herein.

1.5
“Jurisdictional Area” means those parcels of real property within the Subbasin
and those parcels of real property adjacent to the Subbasin that use groundwater derived,
extracted, or otherwise obtained from within the Subbasin excluding therefrom any area for
which the Agency has entered into an agreement that provides that the Fee shall not be charged
within such area, or any portion thereof.
1.6
“Person” means the owner of property charged the Fee, or the owner of real
property with a means of extracting groundwater.
1.8
“Subbasin” means the Cosumnes Groundwater Subbasin as set forth in Bulletin
118 of the California Department of Water Resources, as may be amended from time-to-time.

SECTION 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF FEE
2.1
There is hereby charged within the Jurisdictional Area a Fee pursuant to Section
10730 of the California Water Code, and as more fully set forth herein.
2.2
Persons using groundwater to irrigate shall pay up to $10.00, per irrigated acre per
year (with each year beginning October 1 and continuing until September 30).
2.3
The actual annual charges for Persons irrigating with groundwater will be
determined based on irrigated acreage as determined from the 2018 published Statewide Crop
Mapping data provided by the California Department of Water Resources.
2.4

The Fee shall be payable to the Agency as follows:

2.4.1 The Agency shall determine those real properties that are subject to the
Fee and shall submit the Fee data to the County of Sacramento Department of Finance AuditorController Division to be included in the annual secured tax roll.
2.4.2 If any Person fails to pay the Fee as charged, the Person shall pay interest
and/or penalties to the Agency as allowed by law.
2.4.3 In addition to the interest and penalty set forth in Section 2.4.2, above, the
Board may elect to utilize any of the remedies available to it for failure to pay the Fee as set forth
in Water Code section 10730.6.
2.4.4 Fee revenues may be used for support of the Agency’s groundwater
sustainability program, including but not limited to, administration costs, implementation of the
Groundwater Sustainability Plan, planning projects, and management actions.
SECTION 3. APPEAL
3.1
Should a Person wish to contest the projected amount of groundwater extraction
on which the Fee is assessed, the Person shall first be required to pay the Fee as charged. Within
thirty (30) days following payment of the Fee, the Person may file an appeal with the Agency, on
a form approved by the Administrator, setting forth the basis upon which the appeal is made. The
appeal will be considered timely filed if, within the time allowed, 1) the form is postmarked,
United States first class mail, 2) delivered to the Administrator or Clerk of the Board by
electronic mail, or 3) personally delivered to the Administrator.
3.2
Within thirty (30) days of filing the appeal, the Administrator shall meet with the
Person to discuss the basis of the appeal. The Administrator is authorized to grant the appeal, in
whole or in part, or deny the appeal. The determination shall be made no later than fifteen (15)
days following the meeting and shall be in writing and delivered to the Person in the same
manner as the filing of the appeal.
3.3
If the Person who filed the appeal is dissatisfied with the determination of the
Administrator, the Person may file an appeal to the Board within thirty (30) days of delivery of
the determination, following the procedures for filing an appeal as set forth in Section 3.1, above.
3.4
The appeal will be placed on the agenda for the next available Board meeting
occurring within sixty (60) days of the filing of the appeal. The Board shall receive evidence, and
hear from the appellant and staff regarding the merits of the appeal. The Board is authorized to
grant the appeal, in whole or in part, or deny the appeal. The determination of the Board shall be
memorialized in a minute order and shall be the final decision of the Agency.

